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L Last issue we introduced Project Al-Khamsin 
(Arabic for ‘ferocious sandstorm’), a 2010 Trail 
Teams-edition FJ Cruiser. We started the party 

with excellent BDS suspension and Icon Vehicle 
Dynamics’ super-trick billet aluminum, adjustable 
lower control arms. That’s a superb start, but friends, 
we are just beginning on this 4WD Toyota!

By David Zartman

ALUMINESS FRONT BUMPER

LIGHTS! CAMERA! 
ALUMINESS!

We are going to continue 
the aluminum trend as a 
whole with this FJ Cruiser. 
Aluminum is getting more 
and more accepted in an 
off-road world that has seen 
steel be the main player for 
decades. But we’re going to 

outfit this truck with as much 
aluminum as we can and 
report on the outcome. So 
after the Icon control arms, 
we placed a call to Aluminess 
(www.aluminess.com, 
619-449-9930), makers of 
aluminum bumpers for a 
wide range of Toyota trucks, 
and ordered their front FJ 

ABOVE: We’ve outfi tted the front of our 2010 Trail Teams-edition 
FJ Cruiser with an all-aluminum bumper from Aluminess. At 
approximately 48 pounds, it’s over a hundred pounds lighter 
than a comparable steel bumper, and it will never rust, either. 
It’s made to hold a winch and two, 6-inch lights. It looks great!

The Aluminess bumper is designed to hold a winch and has 
the standard mount pattern found on Warn and other winches. 
We’ll soon be adding a winch to Project Al-Khamsin. For 
now, you can use the winch compartment as a storage area, 
complete with its own lockable access handle.
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